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1Good News! 
The Savior 
Is Born
BIBLE STORY
Good News for Mary 
and Joseph
Luke 2:1-7

BIBLE TRUTH
Christmas is good news 
because Jesus, the Savior, 
was born.

This lesson will help early 
elementary children . . .

•  Realize that Jesus’ birth is 
what makes Christmas a joyful 
celebration

•  Feel thankful to God for 
sending us a Savior

•  Express thanks to God for 
Jesus as they celebrate 
Christmas

VERSE-A-MONTH
“Today in the town of David a Sav-
ior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

Reflect on the Word
How can it be that this story never grows old? How does it maintain its unique 

beauty and integrity even while being drawn into the mix of fantasies and fictions 
that dominate our culture’s Christmas celebrations? It is because it is not a story 
of our telling. It is God’s story, and it is forever unique because it is the truth.

The simple story of a beautiful maiden, a loyal man, and a lowly birth reveals 
the manner in which God “gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). The profound truth the 
story bears is the Incarnation. That big, wonderful word means that God has 
come to us in the person of Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem’s man-
ger. The eternal Son, one with the Father, entered into our humanity in Jesus, 
born the way we all are born.

It helps me to think this way. There is no gap between Jesus and God, and 
there is no gap between Jesus and me! In relation to God, He is divine as 
the Father is divine; in relation to us, He is human as we are human. How are 
we saved if Jesus doesn’t really come from God; or if He comes from God but 
doesn’t come all the way into our humanity? The glory of the Incarnation is that 
indeed God has come and come all the way in Jesus. Taking the hand of Jesus 
we find ourselves held by the hand of God. We look up to Jesus, but we also 
look at Him face to face, human to human; not because we are exalted, but be-
cause He has humbled himself to meet us where we are. Coming by birth and by 
death He has joined himself to our humanity forever! There is no way back from 
either the cradle or the grave—there is only resurrection, and, thank God, both 
the cradle and the grave are empty!

Luke’s story is so simple and beautiful that we can overlook the cultural and 
political realities of the world into which Jesus was born. Augustus was the 
emperor, Quirinius was the governor, and the family had to go from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem to be registered. In the telling, don’t make the story too sweet, too 
lovely, too “fairytale-ish.” Their real world was pretty grim—rather like our own. 
And that helps us, doesn’t it: a real mother, real birth, real person, real life, real 
town, real politics, and real incarnation! God in Jesus comes into our hearts to 
save us, He also comes into our families and neighborhoods and towns, and He 
comes into our whole fallen human situation “to save us all from Satan’s power 
when we had gone astray” (“God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”). That’s the good 
news of real salvation!

We know, of course, that the whole story of redemption is not revealed in 
the narrative of the Virgin Birth. Early Christians didn’t preach Jesus’ birth, they 
proclaimed His death and resurrection. But the birth narrative is profoundly 
significant precisely because it bears the truth of the Incarnation. It is God’s 
way of entering into our human situation to save us. There is nothing like it in 
all this whole wide world.

Those of us who teach this wondrous story share a common prayer: that the 
persons we teach may experience its saving significance and may grasp its radi-
cal distinctness from the tales and myths that will surround us all season long.

LESSON HELPS
      HELPING HAND 
         Tips for teachers.

DIGGING DEEPER
Important biblical and  
theological insights.

Foundational words  
of the faith.

OLD TESTAMENT Before Jesus Was Born

Week 1 of 4
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“Extra! Extra! Good News” Bulletin Board Resources, Item 1

Today’s Headlines: Verse-a-Month Club Announcement 

Optional Activity: Good News/Bad News Game 

Bible Story  Resources, Item 3; Bible Trek Time Line

Bible Story Review Resources, Item 3

Optional Activity: Pretzel Manger 

Good News Christmas Card Connections, Sheet 1

Good News Headlines Resources, Item 1

Closing and Prayer Adventures; Parent Connections, Connections Sheet 15

Optional Activity: Faith Words Stars Resources, Item 4

7

Attention

Getters

Bible
   Explorations

C
onnections

   To Life

LESSON PLANNER
Choose from these activities to support the Bible story.

See Hear & Say Sing Do Solve Read & Write

NOTES
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW TESTAMENT When Jesus Was On Earth  After Jesus Went Back To Heaven
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PRESESSION POPPERS

Advent Calendar
Tear out page 14 from the Connections books. Lay these out on 

a table, along with colorful construction paper and art supplies. 
Help children prepare their advent calendars. Show them how to 
use them.

Be Creative
• For Christmas set out a few inexpensive plastic nativity sets for 

the children to use to tell the story of Jesus’ birth

• Puzzles with Christian themes

• Keep old magazines, cardboard or poster board on hand, along 
with scissors and glue for the children to make collages

• Scraps of construction paper for mosaics or collages

• Supplies for making Christmas cards: red and green construction 
paper, glue, markers, ribbon or rickrack, and sequins

• Inexpensive scrapbook album and simple decorations—the 
children can add pictures and decorate pages
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“Extra! Extra! Good News” Bulletin Board
Before class, Cover the bulletin board with pages from 

a newspaper and appropriate border. Cut apart the headline 
words from Item 1 and attach to top of bulletin board. At-
tach four sheets of construction paper to the bulletin board 
under the headline title. Make four signs to attach to the 
bulletin board (one for each lesson). You will attach one 
sign to a sheet of construction paper each week. For this 
week, print “Good News! The Savior Is Born” on the paper.

In class, Gather the children and ask, How do we tell 
people good news? (Phone, E-mail, letter) Say, One way 
we tell news is with a newspaper (show copy of a news-
paper). The newspaper has news about things happening 
in our city and in our country. It’s not all good news, 
but sometimes we do read good news in the newspaper. 
If possible, point out a few stories that tell good news.

Show the bulletin board and explain that, for the next 
four weeks, the class will learn about some very good 
news—the good news of Jesus’ birth. Show today’s sign 
and say, Today’s good news is the Savior is born. Attach 
the sign to one of the construction paper sheets on the bulletin board.

TRANSITION: Say, Today we will learn the good news about the birth of a 
special baby. Let’s find out why this baby is so special.

Today’s Headlines: Verse-a-Month Club Announcement
Before class, Bring a recent newspaper to class. Review the paper for any 

articles that would not be appropriate for the class. Print the memory verse on a 
sheet of the newspaper.

In class, Show the newspaper. Ask, What is this? (A newspaper) What is 
the purpose of the newspaper? (To tell us the news) Explain how the news-
paper tells us the news about the community, the country, and even the world. 
Talk briefly about the different kinds of news—politics, sports, entertainment, 
religion, etc. Where else do you read, hear, or see the news?

Say, Our memory verse for this month talks about some very good news. 
It sounds like it could be the headline of a newspaper back when Jesus 
was born. Do you know what a headline is? (Title, announcement to get you 
interested in hearing or reading more about the news story) What would you say 
about Jesus’ birth?

Show the children the sheet of newspaper with the verse printed on it. Read 
the verse. Have the children say the verse with you. Then cut the newspaper 
into pieces and give each child a piece. Let the children reassemble the verse 
and say it again.

TRANSITION: Say, Our memory verse is like a headline that tells us the 
good news about the birth of a baby that is important to all of us. Let’s 
learn more about this good news.

Good News/Bad News Game
Before class, Draw a happy face on one sheet 

of paper and a sad face on another sheet. Place 
the happy face on the wall on one side of the 
classroom. Place the sad face on the wall on the other side of the room.

In class, Gather the children and explain the game. You will read 10 state-
ments. After you read each statement you will ask, “Good news or bad news?” 
and the children should quickly go to the wall with the happy face (if the state-
ment is good news) or the sad face (if the statement is bad news).

Attention

Getters

Use these activities to help 
focus the children’s attention 
and prepare them to learn 
today’s Bible Truth.

You’ll need
• Resources, Item 1

• Newspaper
• Border

• Four 9” x 12” (22.5 
x 30 cm.) sheets of 

construction paper in 
various colors

• 8.5” x 11” (21.59 x 
27.94 cm.) sheet of 

white paper
• Marker

• Other bulletin 
board materials  
(See Item 1 and  
this Teacher.)

You’ll need
• A recent newspaper

• Marker

You’ll need
• Two sheets of paper

• Marker

Good News/Bad 
News  
Game Statements

Summer is over.
It’s time to go to church.
It’s time for math.
Christmas is tomorrow.
Clean your room.
Let’s get ice cream.
Feed the dog.
Do your homework.
We’re having pizza for dinner.
It’s bed time.

Lesson 1

Option
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Use these activities to help 
the children learn from the 
Bible story.

After you read each of the statements, gather the children in a circle. Say, 
We hear different kinds of news every day. Sometimes the news is good 
news. Give me an example of good news. Let several children respond. Some-
times the news is bad news. Give me an example of bad news. Allow time for 
responses.

TRANSITION: Say, Today’s news is a birth announcement of a baby that 
changed the world.

Bible Story
Before class, Prepare the Bible story figures from 

Item 3 according to instructions on the item and in 
this Teacher. Set up the figures in your Bible story area.

In class, Gather the children in the Bible story 
area. Say, Today, we are learning about some really 
good news. Let’s listen to today’s Bible story and find out about this good 
news.

After the story, Have the children show you the correct location  
of Jesus’ birth on the Bible Trek Time Line.

You’ll need
• Resources, Item 3

• Tape
• Scissors

• Bible Trek Time Line

Good News for Mary and Joseph
Luke 2:1-7

(Place the Mary and Joseph figures together.)
“I want to go with you,” Mary said to Joseph. “It’s almost time for the baby to 

be born and I don’t want to be alone.”
Joseph didn’t want Mary to be alone either. But, he had to go to Bethle-

hem. Caesar had decided to count everyone in Israel and make them pay a tax. 
Every man had to go back to his hometown and register. Since Joseph’s family 
came from Bethlehem that is where he had to go and pay the tax.

“OK, you can go with me,” Joseph told Mary. “I don’t want to leave you alone. But, we must be careful. This is 
a difficult trip and it will probably be very uncomfortable.”

(Add the donkey figure next to Mary and Joseph.)
Joseph and Mary set off for Bethlehem the next morning. It wasn’t far to the little town, but it took awhile 

with a donkey and a pregnant woman. Joseph took it slow. He wanted to be sure Mary was as comfortable as pos-
sible. They stopped often for breaks and to eat food.

When the two arrived in Bethlehem the little town was full of people. Of course, everyone from Bethlehem had 
come back to be counted and pay taxes just like Joseph.

It was late so Joseph and Mary went to an inn to find a room. “Sorry,” the innkeeper said. “We are full. I have 
no rooms left.”

This was the story at every inn. There were so many people in town that all the rooms were taken.
Finally, at the last inn, Joseph pleaded with the innkeeper. “Please, sir. As you can see, Mary is pregnant and 

we need a place to stay for the night. Any place will do.”
“I’m sorry,” the innkeeper said. “The only space I have is in the stable out back. But that won’t be very comfortable.”
“We’ll take it,” Joseph said quickly.
(Move Mary, Joseph, and the donkey in front of the manger scene.)
The innkeeper was right. It wasn’t very comfortable. And, it smelled like animals. But, it was 

a place to stay sheltered for the night and Joseph and Mary were thankful.
Later that night, right there in the stable, an amazing thing happened. Mary had her baby. 

The baby was Jesus—God’s Son.
(Place Baby Jesus in the manger next to Mary.)
“Isn’t He beautiful,” Mary said to Joseph.
“Yes, He is,” Joseph said.
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Bible Story Review
Let the children use figures from Item 3 to retell today’s Bible story. As the 

children review the story, ask questions to help them understand the importance 
of the good news of Jesus’ birth. Use these questions or add your own.

Questions:
1. Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?
2. In what kind of place was Jesus born?
3.  Why was Jesus born in a stable, surrounded by animals, and placed in a 

manger?

Pretzel Manger
Before class, Gather the materials for this 

activity. Locate a microwave that you can use 
during class.

In class, Gather the children in an area 
with a microwave. Melt the chocolate chips in a 

microwave safe bowl for about one minute on high 
(cooking time may vary due to microwave, so test 
before the activity). Give each child five pretzel sticks and have them form the 
shape of a manger. Let the children attach the pretzel sticks with a couple drops 
of melted chocolate. Let the mangers sit until chocolate is hardened.

While the chocolate is hardening, ask questions about today’s Bible story. 
Talk about what the trip to Bethlehem must have been like for Mary and Joseph.

When the chocolate has hardened let the children enjoy their snack or take it 
home to share.

Good News Christmas Card
Before class, if possible, make a sample card from Connections, Sheet 1 to 

show the children.
In class, Have children remove Sheet 1 

from their activity books. Ask, Who likes to 
send Christmas cards to friends and family? 
Who likes to receive Christmas cards? Say, 
Christmas cards are one way to tell people 
the good news of Jesus’ birth. What are 
some other ways? Today, we are going to 

make a card to tell someone the good news about Jesus.
Have children color in the words on the front of the card. Let them draw a 

picture of themselves, fill in the Christmas letter, and decorate the card. (Op-
tion: Let the children decorate their cards with Christmas stickers and/or add a 
photo of themselves.)

Help the children fold the card in half. Say, Give this card to someone as a 
reminder of the good news of the birth of Jesus.

You’ll need
• Resources, Item 3

Lesson 1

Option

You’ll need
• Pretzel sticks

• 12 oz. (336 grams) bag 
of chocolate chips

• Spoon
• Microwavable bowl

• Microwave

You’ll need
• Connections, Sheet 1
• Markers or crayons

• Pens or pencils
• Optional: Christmas stickers 

and child’s photo

Choose from these activities 
to help students connect the 
Bible Truth to life.

Many families still 
send Christmas cards 
to family and friends. 

Encourage the children to 
include special notes like, 
“God loves you” or “Good 
News, Jesus came to save us!” 
This will give children the 
opportunity to tell others the 
good news through a family 
tradition.
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Good News Headlines
Before class, Photocopy today’s headline page, No. 1, from Item 1. 

Make one copy for each student.
In class, Say, Today we learned the good 

news that Jesus was born. Give each student 
a copy of today’s headline page. Have the 
children print three things they have learned 
about Jesus. Hang these on the wall around 

the bulletin board.
When the students are finished, ask volunteers to tell what they 

printed. Say, Remember, Christmas is good news because Jesus, 
the Savior, was born.

Closing and Prayer
Gather the children in a circle. Ask, Why is it good news that God sent 

Jesus to us? Say, Let’s thank God for 
sending Jesus. Go around the circle and 
ask each child to say a sentence prayer, 
thanking God for sending Jesus. Finish by 
praying and thanking God.

Hand out Adventures, Unit 1 Parent 
Connections, and Connections Verse-a-
Month Club Verse reminder from Sheet 15.

Faith Words Stars
Before class, Cut apart the Faith Words, Christ and God’s Power, from 

Item 4. You may also include previously studied Faith Words in this activity. 
Place the Faith Words word cards on a metal board. Cover the definitions on 
the cards with a piece of paper or by overlapping the cards when you attach 

them to the magnetic board. Copy and 
cut out two star shapes for each child. 
You will need to add another star cut out 
for each added Faith Word. Write a defini-
tion of one of the Faith Words on each 
star. Place a small magnetic strip on the 
back of each star.

In class, Give each child at least two 
stars. Go over each of the Faith Words together. Then, explain the activity. You 
will read a definition of one of the Faith Words. On your signal, the children 
should place one of their stars on the board next to the word that matches the 
definition. Do this for each of the words.

CHRIST: A special name for 
Jesus. Christ means “chosen 
by God.” God chose Jesus 
Christ to be our Savior.
GOD’S POWER: Power that 
is greater and stronger than 
anyone or anything. God can 
do all things. God uses His 
power to care for the world 
and people.

You’ll need
• Resources, Item 1
• Pencils or pens

You’ll need
• Adventures

• Parent Connections, Unit 1
• Connections, Sheet 15

You’ll need
• Resources, Item 4
• Construction paper

• Scissors
• Metal board

• Magnetic tape (cut into strips)

Try This!
Here is a fun way to be creative together, as well as decorate your child’s room for 

Christmas. Get a large sheet of 
butcher paper or the end roll of a newspaper. Lay a door-size sheet of paper onto a hard 

surface like: a kitchen table or a 
floor without carpet. Divide the 
sheet in half with a pencil line 
if your children share a room.Decorate the sheet of paper with construction paper, glitter, 

paints, markers, and other art supplies. A large manila envelope can 

be added to a corner of the paper to use as a mailbox. You can leave 

your child Christmas messages or little treats in his or her mailbox. 

Children like mail. It is especially nice to get a note of praise and 

affirmation.
When you are finished decorating the sheet of paper and every-

thing is dry, cover your child’s bedroom door. Hang the paper with 

masking tape or tacks. For extra pizzazz, add a string of mini lights 

around the doorway.

JESUS . . . GOD’S GOOD NEWS
Bible Truth: God loves us and sent His Son, Jesus, to be our Savior.

These four lessons will help children know the stories of how God sent Baby Jesus 

into the world; realize that Christmas is good news because God sent Jesus to be our 

Savior; praise God for Jesus, and share the good news of Christmas with others; and 

receive Jesus as Savior if they have not yet done so.

Verse-a-Month Club Bible Memory Verse: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 

to you; he is the Messiah,  the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

Faith Words: Christ—A special name for Jesus. Christ means “chosen by God.” God chose Jesus Christ to 

be our Savior. God’s Power—Power that is greater and stronger than anyone or anything. God can do all things.
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Parent Connectionsfor families of young children

Dear Parent,
It is a privilege to celebrate the birth of 

our Lord with you and your family. We want 
to partner with you in teaching your child 
the true meaning of Christmas. During this 
busy time of year we hope you will find 
time to celebrate togetherness by practic-
ing simple Christmas traditions.The most restful Christmas I ever had 

was the year my girls had the chicken pox. 
The first few days were busy bathing them 
to soothe the itching. But since the girls 
were contagious, we weren’t obligated to 
go to parties. We stayed home and read 
books, watched Christmas movies, and 
enjoyed each other’s company.If you had the time, what do you wish 

you could do with your family during the 
Christmas season? You can choose to slow 
down and enjoy your family, you don’t 
have to wait for an illness. Try some of the 
following activities together. And have a 
merry Christmas!

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™
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