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As Jesus shared His last meal with His 
disciples, He asked His Father to “protect 
them from the evil one” for “they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it” (John 17:15, 
16). Because all of creation has fallen into 
sin, Christians must stand in opposition to the 
things of this world.

Scripture Focus
John 17:13-19; 18:33-38

The Word to Live By
I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world (John 16:33).

Session Truth
Jesus came to assure those who live at 
the intersection of conflicting kingdoms 
that He is King and that God is always 
faithful.

SESSION

1
Living at the Intersection
Unit 1: Kingdoms in Conflict 

 The Cross-Cultural Experience
Several years ago, I went to Shanghai, China, to teach English for the summer. 

I had a great time visiting interesting places, making great friends, trying new 
foods, and, I hope, doing some good for my students. At no point, however, did 
I forget that I was in a foreign land. I was among a people who spoke and read a 
different language, had different beliefs and priorities, and had different ways of 
doing some of the things that we did have in common. Similarly, those who live 
in the kingdom of God have a different culture from those who don’t. However, 
the differences are over spiritual matters rather than the kinds of food we eat. 
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 Scripture Exposition
When Jesus was born, He entered the flow of history. More specifically, He 

entered the flow of salvation history—as a participant and as its culmination. For a 
very long time, God had been preparing a group of people whose beliefs and way 
of life made it possible to receive and understand His self-revelation in Jesus the 
Messiah, Savior, and King. In fact, Jesus’ role as King is a major emphasis in the 
Gospels, and His call to prepare for the kingdom of heaven was the overarching 
theme of His preaching. In our study this quarter, we’ll take a closer look at what 
life in God’s kingdom entails, especially in contrast to the kingdom of the world.

The Full Measure of Joy

John 1713 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.

HAVING the full measure of Christ’s 
joy? If that’s Jesus’ goal, He has 

our attention right away. Who doesn’t 
want a life full of joy? Life in God’s 
kingdom is sounding pretty good right 
about now. However, we’re getting a 
little ahead of ourselves. What, accord-
ing to Jesus, makes this joy possible? 
Our passage begins partway through 
Jesus’ prayer, so we’ll have to go back 
to the beginning of the chapter to get 
the answer. When we do, we find that: 
Jesus has authority over all people and 
will give eternal life to His own (v. 2); 
eternal life consists of knowing the only 
true God and Jesus himself (v. 3); Jesus 
has done/is about to do what He set out 
to do (v. 4); He is going to receive His 
eternal glory (v. 5); the disciples have 
received a true revelation of the Father 
from Jesus and are confident that it is 
trustworthy (vv. 6-8); Christ’s disciples 
belong to God and are protected by the 

power of His name (vv. 9-12); disciples 
participate in glorifying Christ (v. 10); 
and disciples experience oneness with 
each other (v. 11). This gives us a good 
picture of the characteristics of the 
kingdom of God and what life in that 
kingdom entails. When these truths 
sink in and touch every aspect of our 
lives, we experience joy. It is important 

WORDpicture

In the weeks leading up to Christmas day, 

Christians celebrate a season called Advent. 

Advent is designed to prepare worshipers for 

“the coming” of the Lord—of Christ’s first and 

second comings. We’ll be exploring Christ’s 

“First and Second Advents” in this week’s 

Illustrated Bible Life article.



to recognize, however, that this joy is 
not the result of naiveté or being pam-
pered and protected from difficulties 

and conflict. Rather, it runs deeper 
and stronger than the very real trials 
we face.
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NOW WE TURN our attention to 
what stands in contrast and op-

position to the kingdom of God: “the 
world,” or what we might call “the king-
dom of the world.” This terminology 
can be confusing, so it is important to 
point out that “the world” is being used 
in two different senses. First, remem-
ber that God created the physical world 
as a good thing. Second, note that it is 
good to be “in the world” but not “of 
the world.” These two points help us 
understand that the issue is not about 
being located on the earth, but about 
what spiritual forces shape us. In other 
words, Jesus isn’t condemning this 

earth and our physical existence; He is 
condemning a sinful way of living and 
being. The world was created to be in 
harmony with God, so when our earthly 
life is conditioned by godly beliefs, 
behaviors, and desires—by heavenly 
things “above”—it is good. However, 
we and the rest of creation have fallen 
into sin, and this has placed us in dis-
harmony with the things above. Being 
“of the world” or “worldly” describes 
people and ways of thinking, behaving, 
and desiring that come from “below” 
and stand in opposition to God. If we 
have a top-down perspective in which 
the world is subject to God and we live 
accordingly, we have a godly life in 
the world. If we have a bottom-up (or 
a “bottom only”) perspective in which 
our beliefs, behaviors, and desires are 
shaped without reference to God or in 
opposition to God, we live a sinful life 
that is “of” the world. 

Jesus’ prayer, therefore, is that 
Christians would continue to live holy 

WORDsearch

In this unit, we are discussing the kingdom 

of God. Matthew uses the phrase “kingdom of 

heaven” instead of “kingdom of God.” These 

terms are interchangeable.

What in the World?

John 1714”I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they 
are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15My prayer is not that you 
take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They 
are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 
19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.”
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lives on this earth under His kingly 
rule, in spite of the opposition they will 
face. Conflict between the kingdom of 
God and the world is inevitable because 
the world’s defining characteristic is 
rejection of its sovereign Creator and 
Savior. Yet there are limits to the harm 
that Christians will face. Each day we 
have spiritual protection. As we go 
about our business in God’s kingdom, 
we need not fear the evil one. Jesus is 
our King, and He is faithful to lead us 
through spiritual battles with victory.

Though the world’s negativity may 

have a legitimate impact on our emo-
tions and some of our methods, joy—
not sadness or despair—characterizes 
the life of those who are sanctified by 
the truth of God’s Word. God’s message 
of self-revelation is expressed through 
the scriptural record and most fully 
in the person of Jesus Christ. We are 
set apart to become holy people when 
God’s self-revelation shapes our lives. 
No matter what earthly losses we face, 
we can’t afford to compromise God’s 
sanctifying truth to accommodate the 
world’s desires. It is impossible to aban-
don God’s Word without abandoning 
God and His kingdom as well. 

Contrasting Kingdoms

John 1833Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked 
him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
34“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
35”Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you 
over to me. What is it you have done?”
36Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 

WORDpicture

Jesus did not pray for His disciples to be 

taken out of this world but that they would 

be protected from the evil one. It was not a 

prayer for their escape, but a commitment to 

their victory. Our faith is to be lived out in the 

real world. While Jesus acknowledges that 

there is trouble in the world, He also reminds 

us: “I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

WORDpicture

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray 

the Lord’s Prayer, He concluded the prayer 

with a request: “Deliver us from the evil one” 

(Matthew 6:13). And when Jesus prayed for 

His disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, He 

asked God to “protect them from the evil one” 

(John 17:15). Apparently, the Lord regarded 

this evil one as a threat to believers. In both 

the Old and New Testament his name is 

Satan, which means, “adversary.”
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JESUS ENGAGED Pilate on a per-
sonal level, in effect asking him for 

his own conclusion about who Jesus was. 
Pilate deflected this question, saying that 
as a Gentile it didn’t matter and he didn’t 
care—he was responding to political 
concerns and pressures. He wanted to 
protect his own interests without losing 
control of the volatile situation with the 
Jews.

Jesus’ words also highlighted an-
other aspect of His kingdom: it is not in 
opposition to earthy governments and 
political systems per se. This echoes His 

teaching on giving “back to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s” 
(Matthew 22:21). In the present age, the 
kingdom of God overlaps the kingdoms 
of the earth. Like individuals, earthly 
governments can be grounded in the 
ideas, values, and principles of God’s 
kingdom or grounded in those of “the 
world.” Jesus wasn’t trying to stir up 
political revolt; He came to testify to the 
truth that leads to God.

This may be a good time to note that 
the kingdom of the world isn’t much of 
a kingdom in the conventional sense. 
God’s kingdom places Christ on the 
throne and requires trust in Him and 
obedient faithfulness to Him, whereas 
the world only requires rebellion against 
God. Harmony, love, and unity are not 
necessary—only that you place anything 
or anyone except God in the place of 
God. This raises the question of ulti-
mate allegiance. To whom or to what 
do you turn to guide your life, order 
your priorities, set your goals, provide 
meaning, and shape your thoughts and 
desires? Your favorite philosophy, au-
thor, or artist? Financial security, career 

WORDpicture

The season of Advent focuses our attention 

on Christ’s coming in all of its dimensions: 

past, present, and future. Jesus came as 

a babe in Bethlehem to provide for our 

salvation. He comes to us now through the 

power of the Holy Spirit to empower us to 

triumph over the evil one. And He will come 

again to take us to be with Him at the end of 

the age.

fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from 
another place.”
37”You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and 
came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth lis-
tens to me.”
38”What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gath-
ered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.”
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aspirations, or social acceptance? Your 
spouse or children? To what do you look 
for salvation from the fears and troubles 
that plague your life? Self-acceptance 
through psychology? Modern medicine, 
technological advances, or the govern-
ment? In the kingdom of God, these 

things are forces for good because they 
serve God’s purposes and enrich our 
lives. In the kingdom of the world, they 
are replacements for God and are often 
employed in opposition to His character 
and will. The prime maxim of the king-
dom of darkness is “Do as thou wilt.” 
Putting oneself in the place of God is by 
far the most common expression of life 
in opposition to the kingdom of God. 

by RYAN R. PETTIT
Freelance writer and editor and former editor 
of Adult Faith Connections. He holds degrees 
from Mount Vernon Nazarene University and 
Asbury Theological Seminary, and lives in 
Westwood, Kansas.

WORDpicture

Pontius Pilate was appointed by Roman 

Emperor Tiberius to be the fifth procurator on 

the Province of Judea (AD 26). Judea was such 

a hotbed of trouble that Pilate was directly 

responsible to the emperor. Pilate proved to 

be a weak and inept leader.


