
esus must have known when He said,
“Do not store up for yourselves treas-
ures on earth . . . But store up for your-

selves treasures in heaven,” in Matthew
6:19-20, that it was a command pastors
wouldn’t have any trouble accepting.  After
all, as pastors we have the privilege of
spending our whole lives laying up treas-
ures in heaven.  Implementing these words
sometimes seems easy to accomplish, but
now a new school year looms ahead.  No
time to reflect on VBS, church camp,
District Assembly, or General Assembly.
No time to contemplate the summer ser-
mon series, the weddings officiated, and
the outings at the park.  Fall is coming and
with fall come school days; with school
days come holidays, and surrounding all
these school days and holidays are more
chances to lay up treasures in heaven.

But as we turn the corner from summer to
fall, in the rush of all the fresh opportuni-
ties to minister to our congregations and
communities, we should remember that
laying up treasure in heaven doesn’t just
consist of ministry activities and outreach
events.  If our treasure is truly in heaven,
our hearts must also be near God’s throne.

In all the laying up of treasures, where
will you find the time to draw near to
God?  If you are like me, it is very easy to
become distracted by a busy schedule and
miss out on opportunities to be refreshed
in His presence.  

Encountering God in a new way won’t hap-
pen by accident at the fall revival.  It won’t
just happen through a Sunday School kick-
off or new ministry launch.  A fresh touch
from God comes when we escape for a little
while from the things that crowd our minds.
You and I must be purposeful in our long-
ing to get close to God.  Staff development
can wait.  Calendars and planning can wait.
Before it gets too busy, we need to take time
to be with the Lord.  We can’t do without it;
it’s an imperative.  So, go find that deer
stand, go find that creek, go find that part of
the beach, go find that coffee shop, or wher-
ever it is you go to be alone with God.  And
listen to Him.  The fervor by which you and
I can fulfill Matthew 6:19-20 depends upon
our waiting.  Before we become too busy
laying up more treasures, let us find time to
receive a fresh touch from God. 

Your Partner in Ministry,
—Matthew S. Zimmer
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While we’re laying up treasures in heaven, we still need a fresh touch from God.

Needing a Touch from God



FEATURED BOOK
New Perspectives on Breaking the 200 Barrier

by Bill M. Sullivan
r. Bill Sullivan admits that a lot
has changed since he wrote Ten
Steps to Breaking the 200 Barrier in
1988.  The landscape of church
worship has changed.  The cul-

ture in which we live has changed in
the shift from modernity to post-
modernity. Ideas about church growth
have radically changed as well.  

In New Perspectives on Breaking the 200
Barrier, Dr. Sullivan addresses these

new ideas.  He examines the decisions made toward church
growth and how to make better choices.  He stresses why it is
important to train the people of the church, pastors, and church
leaders to accept the changes that come with growth and a desire
to expand Christ’s kingdom.  Dr. Sullivan gives new insight on
prayer as a preparation for growth, and finally he helps the reader
recognize that the gate of change towards growth is locked on the
inside and it is the congregation that holds the key.  This is a
tremendous book if you’re looking for a new perspective on
breaking the growth barriers that seem impossible to overcome.
(Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 2005, approx. 128pp., $12.99, paper, COZZ083-412-
1786)
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Success in the Kingdom Is Not Relegated
to Being the Biggest Church in the
Neighborhood

In a world of big, bigger, and biggest
you may often feel discouraged as
the pastor of a smaller church.  In the
Shadow of the Steeple offers you
encouragement and hope and
reminds you that the Church’s ulti-
mate purpose is to share Christ’s
love with the world.  With practical
advice and uplifting insight, sea-

soned pastor Gene Williams challenges you to
recognize the unique opportunities and advantages God
has given you to reach the people who would never feel
comfortable in a megachurch.
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SEE US ON-LINE FOR ALL YOUR RESOURCE NEEDS AT

www.nph.com
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To order, call 1-800-877-0700

E-mail orders@nph.com
Or visit www.BeaconHillBooks.com 
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How can we

improve the

Communicator to 

better meet your 

pastoral needs?

Please email your

comments, ideas,

and suggestions to 

bhinquiry@nph.com.
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