
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Christianity 
Leader’s Guide 

 
By Bo Cassell 

 



Leader Information 
 
Since the release of Global Christianity: The Life We’re Called To Live, we have 
received many calls from people telling us that they bought several copies and 
have used it with their youth group or their small group Bible study.  
 
To supplement these (and other) uses, we are providing this leader’s guide, 
which has additional questions, activities, and help for leaders.  
 
Please note that there are already questions for Personal Reflection and for 
Group Reflection found at the end of each chapter in Global Christianity. Using 
those questions and the questions and activities found here, you, the leader, will 
find it an easy task to put together challenging lessons for your group.  
 
If you include the introduction, there is enough material for 12 sessions. It might 
be that a small group or youth group commits to meeting for 12 weeks, or you 
could commit to 9 weeks, spending the first 6 weeks working through the 
Introduction and the first five chapters, and the last 3 working through two 
chapters at a time. Each week, spend time working through the chapters, the 
discussion and reflections questions, and some activities in order to bring out the 
main points of the lesson. In the final week, utilize the Epilogue of the book to 
bring the study to a closing commitment.  
 
You, the leader, should feel free to use various combinations of the questions 
and activities listed to construct your session. All of the activities are provided as 
options to choose from, so do not feel like you need to work through everything. 
Feel free to use this material as you see fit; mix it with the questions found at the 
end of each chapter or make up your own.  
 
The options provided are designed to allow you to put together a 30-minute 
lesson. If you set your meeting time for 45 minutes to an hour, this should leave 
plenty of room for discussion and other elements. You could even have the group 
spend the first 10 minutes eating a snack, giving those who did not read the 
chapter during the week time to do so.  
 
The options that follow are organized around three sections: the Opening, the 
Reflection (the main section, Bible exploration, or study), and the Application.  
 



INTRODUCTION 
 
Have the group read the Introduction to Global Christianity before they come. 
Then introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity 
Materials needed:  

 Three pitchers 
 Three different temperatures of water  
 Ice 
 Towels 
 One blindfold (or towel)  

 
Bring three pitchers to the meeting. Fill one with warm water. (You can fill it up 
with hot water, and it will be warm by the time you start--make sure it is not so 
hot that it will burn.) Fill the second one with room temperature water and the 
third with ice water.  
 
Have several members of the group volunteer to put their hand into each pitcher. 
(If you want to create more suspense, use opaque pitchers and blindfold the 
volunteers before they put their hand in.) 
 
Ask the following questions: 

 What was in the pitchers? What was the difference between each one? 
Did you have trouble telling the difference between them? 

 What adjective would you use to describe the water in each pitcher? 
 Even though each pitcher contained the same thing, we could label them 

differently because they were different by degrees. How does this happen 
with Christians? 

 Does it make any difference in your Christian life what “temperature” you 
are in your walk with God (“on fire” for Him, or “cooled” in your pursuit)? 

 We may talk of water having different degrees, but what if it lost an 
essential quality, like wetness? Would it still be water if it wasn’t wet? 

 Do you believe Christians lose an essential quality if they stop living like 
Jesus?  

 
Take some time to discuss the different adjectives you have created to describe 
the “degrees” of Christianity, and whether they are valid. Talk about whether or 
not continuing Christ’s mission to love the lost is an essential element of 
Christianity. 
 
Reflection Activity  
Read and study Revelation 3:15-17, 19.  
 
Ask the group to move to one of two corners of the room, depending on which 
statement they agree with more:  



 
Corner one: “Christianity is a black and white religion--you are either in or you 
are out.”  
Corner two: “Christianity has different degrees of following, for better or for 
worse.” 
 
Have the class discuss why they agreed more with the statement they chose. 
(There are no right or wrong answers here, leave room for dialogue). If the whole 
class goes to one side, ask them why they did, and why they think they all chose 
the same statement. 
 
Talk about the difference between being “hot” and “lukewarm” for God. 
Particularly ask them whether or not they feel it is important to join God in His 
mission to reach the lost. 
 
Application Activity  
Have the group write down three things they could change in their life that they 
think would help them become everything Jesus has called them to be. Have 
them pick one that they would like to work on this week and, if they feel 
comfortable doing so, have them share it with the group. 
 
 



CHAPTER 1: WHAT IS A GLOBAL CHRISTIAN? 
 
Have the group read Chapter 1 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity 
Materials needed: 

 Salt 
 Pepper 
 Sugar or another spice (basil, thyme, oregano, etc.) 
 Three cups or bowls 
 Three paper towels to cover the bowls 
 One blindfold 

 
Have volunteers take a pinch of one of the ingredients from a bowl and with their 
eyes closed (or blindfolded) take a taste. Have other volunteers try it with their 
eyes closed AND nose pinched. See if they can identify it.  
 
Ask the following questions: 

 What distinguishes each spice from the others? 
 How can you tell the difference between a real Christian and someone 

who is a Christian in name only?  
 
Reflection Activity 
Read Matthew 5:13-16.  
 
Have the class list what qualities make a Christian “flavorful salt” or “bright light.” 
Record the answers on a large sheet of paper. Have them prioritize the list and 
discuss why they would put them in that order.  
 
See if any of them know of, or can find, a verse in any of the Gospels that would 
raise the priority of any of the qualities.  
 
Notice if any of them have listed qualities related to outreach, love, or sharing 
God’s love with others. If this is a low priority, ask them why. Ask the following 
questions: 

 Do you think it is important to God that people all over the world know He 
loves them?  

 How will they know unless Christians tell them? 
 
Application Activity  
Tell the class that the author mentions that Global Christianity starts when we 
become honest with God, the Bible, and ourselves. Then read Luke 14:33.  
 
Have them respond to this text by asking them to be honest with themselves 
when answering this question: What is keeping me from laying down my life for 



God as a Global Christian? Give them a moment to pray silently through their 
answer or have them write it on a piece of paper. 
 
 



CHAPTER 2: ARE YOU WORLD-READY? 
 
Have the group read Chapter 2 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity  
Materials Needed: 

 One pair of eyeglasses (either bought from a thrift store or borrowed from 
someone in the group) 

 One made-up eye chart (Start with a large “E” at the top and descend 
several rows. Each row should have four block capital letters. The last row 
should be very small.)  

 
Post the eye chart at one end of the room and have volunteers sit in a chair 8-10 
feet away. See if they can read the chart. Then have them try to read it with the 
borrowed glasses. (Tell them to just glance for one or two seconds to see if they 
can see anything--don’t let them look for long, it might strain their eyes).  
 
Have the volunteers share how much they could see. Then ask the following 
questions: 

 What happens to us if the way we see life is out of focus?  
 What happens to our Christian life if we don’t see it the way God sees it?  
 What would our lives look like if we viewed everything through the “world’s 

eyes”? 
 What would our lives look like if we saw everything through the eyes of 

Jesus? 
 
Reflection Activity 
Divide the group into thirds. Have one group read Matthew 18:11-14, the second 
Mark 10:42-45 (it might help them to start at verse 35), and the third Luke 19:1-
10. Have each group discuss these passages in light of the following questions: 

 How did Jesus view the world? What glasses did He use to view 
everything? 

 How did Jesus approach His mission to reach the lost of this world? What 
role(s) did He take on? 

 
Have each group share their answers with the whole group. 
 
Application Activity 
Have the group break into pairs. Together each pair is to share with their partner 
one word that captures what it means for them to be a “world ready” Global 
Christian.  Have them pray together that God would adjust their “focus” on His 
love for the world.  
 
 



CHAPTER 3: GLOBAL GOD 
 
Have the group read Chapter 3 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity 
Sometimes when we like or love someone, we begin to do the things they do, or 
like the things they like (for better or for worse). Have the group list every activity 
or hobby that they began doing for the sake of a relationship (friendship, dating, 
or marriage). Is there any music they never listened to before but started to 
because of spending time with someone? What about sports? Hobbies? Other 
interests?  
 
Ask them why they took an interest in those things. Explain that the same thing 
happens in our relationship with God. As we begin to spend time with Him, we 
begin to like what He likes and join Him in doing the things that He likes to do.  
 
Reflection Activity 
Read 1 John 3:2-3. Talk together about what changes in our lives when we 
become like Jesus. Answer the following questions: 

 How are knowing Jesus and becoming like Him related? 
 Someday we will see Him and be like Him--what have we already seen of 

Him and know of Him? 
 List as many qualities of Christ that we already know. Now choose the 

qualities that Christians or “little Christs” should live out if they want to be 
like Him. 

 Do you think it is possible to become like Jesus in this life? What about 
adopting His mission to seek and save the loss--is it possible to participate 
in that? 

 
For variety, as you are listing qualities of Jesus (selflessness, servant, love, etc.) 
you could have members of the group act them out as in charades. As a group 
member thinks of one, have them go up to the front and act it out while the rest of 
the group tries to guess what it is.  
 
Application Activity 
Choose one way for the group to close this session by drawing close to God. 
Remind them that we take on God’s mission as we draw close to Him.  
 
If you have members of your group who can lead in worship, then close with a 
short worship time. If not, close with a prayer time where the group can spend 
time in prayer and praise, thanking God for His love for the world. Have them 
pray that the entire group might draw closer to God and become like His son 
Jesus--particularly taking on His love for the world. 
 
 



CHAPTER 4: GLOBAL MISSION 
 
Have the group read Chapter 4 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity 
Instruct the group that they are going to vote between two options to determine 
which is more valuable. Have them choose between the following: 

 One hundred pounds of sand or 100 pounds of worms? 
 Two hundred baseball cards or 200 yards of yarn? 
 One hundred $1 bills or 1 1804 U.S. silver dollar? 

 
Discuss together what makes something valuable. Use this as a lead in to the 
Reflection portion and the idea that God loves the lost--when His valued ones are 
lost, they become His priority.  
 
Reflection Activity  
Read Luke 15. Ask the following questions:  

 Based on these three stories, what would you say is God’s mission? 
 In the last story, why was the older brother upset? 

 
To find out more about the perspective of the characters in the story, hold a Mock 
trial, where the older brother sues the father for unfairly distributing family 
property (and any other charge the group can think of).  
 
Ask for 4-7 volunteers to play the characters and the lawyers. Assign one person 
to be the judge (or you, the leader, can do this). Ask the volunteers to choose 
from the following roles: 

 Older Brother 
 Older Brother’s Lawyer(s) (up to three) 
 Father  
 Father’s Lawyer(s) (up to three)  

 
The rest of the group is the jury, unless they are drafted to be witnesses. 
  
The Mock Trial should proceed as follows: 

 Each side will have 3-5 minutes to prepare their case. 
 Each side will have a turn to interview their own witness (or if you have 

time, they can add more witnesses like hired hands or the prodigal son). 
 There will be no cross-examination. The older brother’s side will interview 

their own witness(es), and then the father’s side will interview their 
witness(es).  

 Each side will have three minutes to present their closing statements. The 
older brother’s lawyers will go first, followed by the father’s.  

 After that, the jury votes.  
 



Remember, the goal is for each side to present the case based on the Bible 
story--the brother and his lawyers are to present his complaint, and the father 
and his lawyers are to present his defense. Don’t take time to get into lawyer 
squabbling or cross-examination. Just let them present each side.  
 
In order to make it easier to focus, you might want to advise each side to have 
the lawyers take turns interviewing and presenting--that way, each lawyer can 
take on one main point.   
 
No matter what the outcome, discuss the validity of the brother’s complaint and 
the father’s response to it. Be sure to talk about how the love of the Father is 
central to His mission to reach His lost ones.  
 
Application Activity  
Divide your group into small circles of 2-3 people. Have each circle make a list of 
three things they could do to learn more about God’s love for the lost. Then come 
together and have the whole group choose one thing they could do to learn more 
about God’s love for the lost and His mission to reach them. 
 
 



CHAPTER 5: GLOBAL LIVING 
 
Have the group read Chapter 5 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity  
Bring a stack of 3”x5” cards (or a large stack of pennies or some other item). 
Have the group stand up and give everyone a portion of the cards. Tell them the 
object is to give them all away, but there are two rules they must follow. First, if 
someone offers them something, they must take it. Second, if someone just gave 
them something, they cannot give it right back to them--they must make an 
exchange with someone else first.  
 
Let the group mingle for a while, wildly exchanging cards. Stop them and see 
who has the most and least. Then ask the following questions: 

 Did you consider what you were passing around to be valuable? 
 How would the game have been different if the object had been to collect 

as many cards as possible? 
 Do you think most Christians wrestle with giving away their time or money 

to help others? Why or why not? 
 

Reflection Activity  
Read Genesis 12:1-3.  
 
Introduce the concept of blessed to be a blessing. (For help with this, see page 
31 of Global Christianity) Explain that God blessed Abraham for a purpose--
through him God would bless the nations.  
 
If possible, divide the group into smaller groups of 2-3. Have each group 
brainstorm how your nation, through sharing resources, could bless other 
nations. Then have them brainstorm how their church, through sharing its 
resources, could bless their community. Challenge them to think of ways they 
aren’t already doing. Be sure to include non-material resources.  
 
Application Activity  
Hand out one 3”x5” card to every person in the group. Give them time to write 
down their commitment to global Christian “wartime” living. First, ask each 
person to consider one way God has blessed his or her life. Then ask him or her 
to write one way he or she could use that blessing to be a blessing to others.  
 
If you have one, take out an old world map (you can also draw a crude one on 
poster board). Have each person write his or her name on the back of the 3”x5” 
card. Then have everyone tape his or her commitment card, face down, to a 
country on the world map.  
 



Display the map during the next few group meetings. At the end of an upcoming 
lesson (possibly the final week), have each person take back his or her 
commitment card as a reinforcement of what is being taught.  
 
 



CHAPTER 6: GOD CENTERED 
 
Have the group read Chapter 6 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity  
Before the meeting, compile a list of names of people in the news. You can get 
them from television or magazines. You only need about five or six names from 
various types of vocations--celebrities, politicians, and famous Christians. (You 
can use names of people who have died). Here is a sample list just to help you 
get started: 

 Bill Clinton 
 Mother Teresa 
 Michael Jordan 
 Brittany Spears 
 Billy Graham 

 
If you can cut out magazine pictures of them, hold them up one at a time and 
ask: “What is (was) the center of his or her lives?” Have the class discuss this. 
Leave room for several opinions because there is no way we can know the 
answer for certain.  
 
After some discussion, ask the group, “How do we make God the center of our 
lives? What would that look like?” Use this question and their answers as a lead 
in to the reflection time. 
 
Reflection Activity  
If possible, divide the group into four smaller groups. Assign each group one of 
the following Bible passages: 

 Luke 6:12-16 
 Luke 22:39-46 
 Mark 1:32-39 
 Mark 6:31 

 
Ask each group to examine their passage for any lesson that can be learned 
about how Christ centered His life in God, and how we can center our life in God. 
 
Here are some questions that may help your study: 

 What are the circumstances of this passage? 
 What does Jesus do to respond to those circumstances? 
 What pattern do you see in these passages? What does Jesus do in the 

middle of difficult circumstances? 
 How do you think He knew to respond in that way? When did He learn 

how to handle difficult times?  
 
Application Activity 



Give your group time to answer the following questions for themselves: 
 From where does my life flow? 
 What is my center?  

 
Remind them this is not about feeling guilty, but, rather, is an important step 
toward participation with God in His mission. The first step in that participation is 
to draw near to Him.  
 
This week, ask the group to commit to devotional times centered on God’s 
mission. Ask those who are willing to partner up with someone so they can hold 
each other accountable. Ask them to read their Bible every day and to 
particularly study the passages (e.g. Jonah, Isaiah 6, Luke 15, Romans 10, 
Revelation 5:9-14) that reveal something of God’s mission to reach this world 
with His love.  
 
Ask them to commit to pray every day and to stretch themselves to pray at least 
10 minutes longer than they normally do. Instruct them to have at least two parts 
to that prayer time: (1) a significant time of joyful praise, honoring Christ as King 
and Lord, and (2) a time of prayer for another nation--they can pick any country 
but should pray for at least three this week.  
 
Ask those who are willing to report back to the group next week on what the 
experience was like. 
 
Application Activity II 
Have each group member look through the application options listed toward the 
end of this chapter in Global Christianity. There he or she will find a list of 
possible ways to apply this chapter’s principle to his or her life. As a group, or 
individually, choose one of the options to focus on this week. Allow time for the 
group to get with a partner and decide on how they will follow up with one 
another to stay faithful to their commitments. 
 



CHAPTER 7: LEARNING THE WORLD 
 
Have the group read Chapter 7 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity  
Purchase or borrow a world map or atlas (you can also check out an atlas from 
your local library). Hold the map in front of the group, far enough away that they 
can see the continent outlines, but not specific cities. Tell them that they are 
going to have a geography quiz. If someone knows the answer, have him or her 
come to the map to point to the vicinity of the location. Ask the following 
questions (Hints and answers in parenthesis): 

 Where is the country of Liberia? (Look on the west coast of Africa) 
 Where is Buenos Aires? (South America, on the coast of Argentina) 
 What countries border Finland? (Russia, Sweden, Norway) 
 Where is Haiti? (Caribbean Sea, Southeast of Cuba) 
 Singapore is at the tip of what country? (Malaysia) 

 
Remind your group that it is important to know geography so they can pray and 
be involved in the work that God is doing worldwide.  
 
Reflection Activity 
Read 1 Chronicles 12:12:1, 32. These rather obscure verses talk about the Men 
of Issachar, “who understood the times, and knew what Israel should do” (v. 32); 
they are listed among those most valuable to the king. Discuss together what it 
means to be a person like this by asking the following questions:  

 What do you think the descendants of Issachar did to have the Bible refer 
to them as valuable? 

 What does it mean to “understand the times”? 
 Can you think of a modern day example of someone who understands the 

times?  
 Are there people in your church who understand how to reach the local 

community? 
 Make a list of qualities you would need to possess to be called a person 

who “understands the times, and knows what to do.”  
 
Application Activity  
Ask the group what they know about their community. If possible, list their 
answers on a portable dry-erase board or poster board. Have them list as many 
things as they can think of about the character, condition, and tone of their 
surrounding community.  
 
Have them pick a characteristic and brainstorm one thing that would be a “Godly 
involvement” in the community (e.g. addressing a social issue, taking care of 
those in need, or cleaning up the community, etc). Be sure to direct them to 



something that is possible for a small group. Ask for volunteers who will head up 
the group and put the idea into action.  
 
Application Activity II 
Have each group member look through the application options listed toward the 
end of this chapter in Global Christianity. There he or she will find a list of 
possible ways to apply this chapter’s principle to his or her life. As a group, or 
individually, choose one of the options to focus on this week. Allow time for the 
group to get with a partner and decide on how they will follow up with one 
another to stay faithful to their commitments.



CHAPTER 8: OUTWARD FOCUSED 
 
Have the group read Chapter 8 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Activity Option (Opening) 
Materials Needed: 

 Portable CD/tape player 
 Several CD’s/tapes with love songs 

 
Have your group play a short game of “Name That Tune.” Compile a group of 
CD’s/tapes with love songs on them (if you use tapes, make sure you have it set 
at the song you want). Play only the first 5-10 seconds of the song, and see if the 
group can guess what it is. If they don’t guess it right away, play a little more of 
the song until they do.  
 
Once they have guessed the song, ask them what it is teaching about love and if 
they agree with it or. (Tip: while they are responding to this question, you can 
load the next song).  
 
After you have gone through several songs, ask the group to respond to this 
question: “What is the main, essential quality of love?” In other words, if this one 
aspect is missing, it’s not love.  
 
Explain to them that today you are taking a look at the essential qualities 
necessary for loving the world as a Global Christian should--the way God loves 
the world.  
 
Reflection Activity  
Divide your group in half. Instruct one half to read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, and the 
other half to read Philippians 2:1-8.  
 
Give both groups time to look at the qualities expressed in the verses, and then 
have them brainstorm how these might look if lived out by one nation toward 
another. Have them pick another quality from the passages and brainstorm an 
example of how one city could live this passage out toward another. (For 
example, they might see in the Philippians passage that one quality of love is 
considering others needs before your own. So they might give the example of 
their city not moving the trash dump closer to a neighboring city.) 
 
See how many national and community examples they can think of. Then have 
them come back together and share a few of the principles they found and the 
examples they came up with.  
 
Application Activity  



Provide each group with a piece of paper and a pen or pencil. Make this idea of 
being “outward focused” more personal by having them write down the names of 
one or two people outside of the church for whom they can do something nice for 
this week. Be sure to have them write down what the activity is as well. If they 
can’t think of any people outside of church, have them write down what one thing 
they can do this week to make contact with people outside of church. Have them 
pray about doing these things this week. 
 
Application Activity II 
Have each group member look through the application options listed toward the 
end of this chapter in Global Christianity. There he or she will find a list of 
possible ways to apply this chapter’s principle to his or her life. As a group, or 
individually, choose one of the options to focus on this week. Allow time for the 
group to get with a partner and decide on how they will follow up with one 
another to stay faithful to their commitments. 
 
 



CHAPTER 9: BURDENED FOR THE CAUSE 
 
Have the group read Chapter 9 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity  
Ask the group if any of them has a “cause” that they feel particularly strong 
about. Is anyone in the group particularly concerned for the environment? The 
poor? Is there any cause they have given money toward? Ask for volunteers to 
share what cause they are interested in and why. Give them a chance to share 
and discuss. Explain to them that they are going to look at others who had 
burdens to reach the world with God’s love.  
 
Reflection Activity  
Divide the group in half. Assign half to study 2 Corinthians 11:22-28. Have the 
other half study Jonah 1:1-3, 17; 2:10; 3:1-2; 4:1-2, 11. (If there’s time, they can 
read all of chapter 4).  
 
The group studying 2 Corinthians will be looking at the burden Paul had for the 
cause. The group looking at Jonah will be looking at the burden God has for the 
lost.  
 
No matter which passage they are looking at, have them study it with these 
questions in mind: 

 Who has a burden in these passages?  
 What do they care about? 
 What do they go through for the sake of their cause? 
 Why do you think it is important to them that they carry such a burden? 

 
Bring the groups back together to share what they found. 
 
Application Activity  
Have the group discuss why some Christians don’t have a burden for God’s 
cause to share His love with the world. Then have them consider the following 
questions:  

 What does it take to carry a burden for the lost? 
 How do you acquire a burden to share a deep concern like that?  

 
Have them see if they can come up with the top three ways to shoulder a burden 
for God’s cause. Give them time to pray and ask God to give them a burden for 
the lost. 
 
Application Activity II 
Have each group member look through the application options listed toward the 
end of this chapter in Global Christianity. There he or she will find a list of 
possible ways to apply this chapter’s principle to his or her life. As a group, or 



individually, choose one of the options to focus on this week. Allow time for the 
group to get with a partner and decide on how they will follow up with one 
another to stay faithful to their commitments. 
 
 



CHAPTER 10: AVAILABLE TO THE CALL 
 
Have the group read Chapter 10 of Global Christianity before they come. Then 
introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity  
Have your group sit in a circle of chairs with someone standing in the middle. 
Make certain there are no extra chairs--everyone but the person in the middle 
should have one. Have each person in the circle assign him or herself a typical 
service occupation (e.g. doctor, nurse, firefighter, plumber, lawyer, construction 
worker, etc.). It is OK to have more than one of the same occupation.  
 
The person in the middle will declare there is an emergency and say he or she 
needs all of the following occupations. He or she will then list as many of the 
represented occupations as he or she wishes and then say “EMERGENCY.” 
With that, all of the people who assigned themselves those occupations should 
switch chairs with someone else whose occupation has been called. Meanwhile, 
the person in the middle who declared the emergency will try to race for “safety” 
by taking any available chair. The last person without a place to sit becomes the 
next person to call the emergency and name several occupations. (You may 
have played a game like this called “Upset the Fruit Basket”.) 
 
Play a few rounds of this lively game. Then ask the group what happened when 
their occupation was called. Did they feel any sense of urgency to get a seat? 
Ask them to consider what commitment it takes for some of these occupations to 
be on call all the time. Explain to them that we are going to take a look at God’s 
call on all of us to join Him in His mission. 
 
Reflection Activity  
Explain to the group that they are going to examine the calls God puts upon their 
lives. They will take a look at both the specific and general nature of the calls 
God gives as part of His mission to reach the world.  
 
Divide the group in half. The first half will study Ephesians 4:11-16. Have them 
answer these questions: 

 What are some of the various roles God calls people to?  
 What is their purpose in these roles? 
 What happens if every part of the body of Christ does its share? (See 

verse 16) 
 In verses 11 and 12, Paul says that some are called to roles to help equip 

others for ministry. How does this help you understand the “call to all” and 
“the specific call”? 

 
The other group will study an example from Acts 16:9-15. Have them answer the 
following questions: 



 What vision did Paul see? How would you have felt if you saw something 
like that? 

 What conclusion did Paul come to when he saw the vision? 
 What happened when he followed through on this call? 
 Do you think God still calls people in this way today? Why or why not? 
 What would you do if you never received a vision but you simply heard 

that there were people in a certain area who had never heard the Gospel 
of Christ’s love? Would you feel compelled to do something? Why or why 
not? 

 
Bring the groups back together to share what they found. Specifically, you may 
ask each side to share their last question with the other side and discuss their 
answer.  
 
Application Activity  
Take time to apply the idea of God’s call to the lives of your teens. Have them 
share their feelings about how God has called them locally. Have them discuss 
and share the following:  

 How has God called all Christians? 
 To what specifically do you think God has called your local church? 
 What do you feel God has called you to?  

 
In closing, read to them Hebrews 3:7-8. Close in a prayer for each member of the 
group to always respond in obedience whenever he or she hears God’s voice.  
 
Application Activity II 
Have each group member look through the application options listed toward the 
end of this chapter in Global Christianity. There he or she will find a list of 
possible ways to apply this chapter’s principle to his or her life. As a group, or 
individually, choose one of the options to focus on this week. Allow time for the 
group to get with a partner and decide on how they will follow up with one 
another to stay faithful to their commitments. 



CHAPTER 11: LIVING THE LIFESTYLE OF MISSIONS 
 
Have the group read Chapter 11 and the Epilogue of Global Christianity before 
they come. Then introduce the study by working through the following options. 
 
Opening Activity  
Inform the group that they are going to take a closer look at the lifestyle of 
famous people and characters. Have them brainstorm the names of several 
people from current events or from history that they want to take a closer look at. 
Be sure to include one celebrity, and at least one Bible Character. Narrow their 
suggestions down to three or four. You may wish to list these on a large 
newsprint paper, poster board, or dry-erase board.  
 
Then separately, or together, have them consider all the aspects of their life that 
make up their lifestyle. List as many as you wish. It may take some thinking to 
get them started on what actually makes up a persons lifestyle, but you can 
begin with all the choices and habits involved in a day in this person’s life. For 
example: What clothes do they wear? What do they eat? How do they spend 
their time? What is most valuable to them? To help the group, you might want to 
make a table like the following. 
 
 Moses John the 

Baptist 
Brittany 
Spears 

Mother 
Teresa 

Eat?  Locust, wild 
honey 

Diet foods ??? 

Wear? Shepherd’s 
clothes; 
Pharoah’s 
son’s clothes? 

Camel’s hair Whatever 
shows belly 
button 

Nun’s habit 

Spend time? Shepherding, 
dealing with 
difficult people

Baptizing  Practicing 
dance moves 

Caring for the 
untouchables 

Most 
important to 
them? 

 Repentance Career Serving Jesus 

Other…     
 
After this exercise, ask the group what they think are the key things that make up 
a person’s lifestyle. What is the difference between the things we do in living 
every day and a lifestyle? 
 
Tell them that they are going to examine what it means to live a lifestyle of 
missions that is more about “being” than “doing.” 
 
Reflection Activity  



Have the group respond to this statement: “The missions lifestyle is a lifestyle of 
sacrifice. You cannot live for others without giving up things you would otherwise 
choose for yourself” (Global Christianity, p. 85). After they discuss the statement, 
have them vote on whether they agree or disagree. Then, ask them to look at the 
following scripture passage, to see if it sheds any light on the matter.  
 
Read 1 John 3:16-18. First see if they can name any people they know who live 
a lifestyle similar to the one portrayed in this passage.  
 
Then ask them to consider: 

 What key elements to living a Jesus-like lifestyle are mentioned here?  
 Is it easy or difficult to live the kind of lifestyle described here? Why or why 

not? 
 
Application Activity  
Ask the group to go around the circle and share one of two things: 1) what they 
learned from this study, or 2) what they think they can do this week to begin living 
a lifestyle of missions.  
 
Have a copy of Global Christianity handy and have someone read the Epilogue 
out loud. Ask someone else to close in a prayer, asking for commitment to live 
out what has been learned. Also say a prayer for the nations and a prayer that 
the Lord of the harvest sends workers to His harvest field.  
 
Application Activity II 
Have each group member look through the application options listed toward the 
end of this chapter in Global Christianity. There he or she will find a list of 
possible ways to apply this chapter’s principle to his or her life. As a group, or 
individually, choose one of the options to focus on this week. Allow time for the 
group to get with a partner and decide on how they will follow up with one 
another to stay faithful to their commitments. 
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