
CONTENTS

General Editors’ Preface	 11

Acknowledgments	 13

Abbreviations	 14

Bibliography	 17

INTRODUCTION	 21
A.	 Overview	 22
B.	 The Historical Background of the Prophet and the Book	 23

1.	 Judean History and the Fall of Jerusalem	 24
2.	 The Date Sequence in Ezekiel	 26

C.	 The Prophet and His Audience	 28
1.	 The Exilic Community and the Nature of Exile	 28
2.	 The Trauma of Exile	 30
3.	 Ezekiel, the Priest-Prophet in Exile	 32

a.	 Ezekiel and His Location	 33
b.	 Ezekiel the Priest	 34
c.	 Ezekiel the Priest and Prophet	 35

D.	 The Book and Its Audience	 37
1.	 Origins and Composition of the Book of Ezekiel	 37
2.	 Literary and Rhetorical Features	 39

a.	 Language, Style, and Genre	 40
b.	 Visions, Metaphors, and Symbolic Actions	 42
c.	 Traditions in the Book of Ezekiel	 43

3.	 Outline and Movement of the Book	 45
E.	 Ezekiel’s Theology	 49

1.	 Ezekiel’s Alternative Plot Line for the Trauma of Exile	 49
2.	 The Theology of Debate and Politics	 51

a.	 A Prophet in Debate	 52
b.	 A God in Debate	 53
c.	 The Politics of Debate	 54

3.	 Ezekiel’s Priestly Theology	 55
4.	 The Theology of Holiness: Judgment and Restoration	 57

a.	 Holiness and Judgment	 57
b.	 Holiness and Restoration	 58

COMMENTARY	 63

	 I.	 First Vision of God’s Presence: Ezekiel’s Commissioning  
(Ezekiel 1—3)	 63
A.	 Superscription(s) (1:1-3)	 68
B.	 Visionary Context of Commissioning: Part 1 (1:4-28)	 69



C.	 Ezekiel’s Commissioning as a Prophet (2:1-7)	 73
D.	 Ingesting the Trauma of the People (2:8—3:15)	 75
E.	 Ezekiel’s Commissioning as a Watchman (3:16-21)	 78
F.	 Visionary Context of Commissioning: Part 2 (3:22-23)	 79
G.	 Transition: Instructions for Symbolic Acts (3:24-27)	 80

	 II.	 Acts and Oracles of Judgment (Ezekiel 4—7)	 85
A.	 Five Symbolic Acts (4:1—5:4)	 89
B.	 Explanatory Oracles (5:5—7:27)	 96

1.	 On Jerusalem (5:5-17)	 96
2.	 On the Mountains of Israel (6:1-14)	 100
3.	 On the Land of Israel (7:1-27)	 102

	 III.	 Second Vision of God’s Presence: God Leaves the Temple  
(Ezekiel 8—11)	 111
A.	 Introduction: Visionary Movement to Jerusalem (8:1-4)	 117
B.	 First Vision Couplet (8:5—9:11)	 121

1.	 Four Scenes of Abomination in the Temple (8:5-18)	 121
2.	 The Executioners in Jerusalem (9:1-11)	 127

C.	 Second Vision Couplet (10:1—11:23)	 132
1.	 Yahweh’s Glory Begins to Depart the Temple (10:1-22)	 132
2.	 Interruption 1: Judgment on Wicked Officials (11:1-13)	 135
3.	 Interruption 2: Promise of Restoration for the Exiles (11:14-21)	 138
4.	 Yahweh’s Glory Departs the City (11:22-23)	 142

D.	 Conclusion: Visionary Return to the Exiles (11:24-25)	 143

	 IV.	 Acts and Oracles of Judgment (Ezekiel 12—24)	 149
A.	 Part 1: Acts and Oracles of Siege, Exile, and Intercession  

(12:1—14:23)	 153
1.	 Symbolic Acts of Siege and Exile (12:1-28)	 156
2.	 Explanatory Oracle: Lack of True Prophets (13:1-23)	 165

a.	 Condemnation of Male Prophets (13:1-16)	 166
b.	 Condemnation of Female Prophets (13:17-23)	 169

3.	 Explanatory Oracle: Lack of True Intercession (14:1-23)	 171
a.	 No Intercession for the Sinful (14:1-11)	 171
b.	 No Intercession by the Righteous (14:12-23)	 174

B.	 Part 2: Metaphorical Discourses (15:1—17:24)	 179
1.	 The Useless Vine (15:1-8)	 183
2.	 The Faithless Bride (16:1-63)	 185

a.	 Introduction (16:1-3a)	 186
b.	 Accusations Against Jerusalem (16:3b-34)	 187
c.	 Yahweh’s Judgment Against Jerusalem (16:35-43)	 192
d.	 Renewed Accusations Against Jerusalem (16:44-52)	 194
e.	 Oracle of Restoration (16:53-58)	 195
f.	 Covenant Renewal with Jerusalem (16:59-63)	 196

3.	 The Two Eagles and the Vine (17:1-24)	 198



C.	 Part 3: Oracles of Judgment and Lament (18:1—19:14)	 205
1.	 Retribution and Judgment (18:1-32)	 207
2.	 Lament over Jerusalem (19:1-14)	 214

D.	 Part 4: Israel’s History of Sin/Rebellion (20:1-49)	 216
1.	 Introduction (20:1-4)	 216
2.	 Historical Rehearsal (20:5-29)	 217
3.	 Application to the Exiles’ Present and Future (20:30-44)	 219
4.	 Oracle of Destruction Against the Negev (20:45-49)	 221

E.	 Part 5: Metaphorical Discourses and Symbolic Acts  
(21:1—24:27)	 223
1.	 The Sword of God (21:1-32)	 226
2.	 Jerusalem, the Bloody City (22:1-31)	 229
3.	 The Two Wives of God (23:1-49)	 231
4.	 The Boiling Pot (24:1-14)	 238
5.	 Symbolic Act: Ezekiel’s Muteness (Beginning of Siege) (24:15-27)	 239

	 V.	 The Oracles Against the Nations (Ezekiel 25—32)	 245
A.	 Oracles Against Surrounding States (25:1-17)	 252
B.	 Oracles Against Tyre (26:1—28:19)	 253

1.	 Oracle Against the City of Tyre (26:1-21)	 253
2.	 Lamentation over Tyre (27:1-36)	 256
3.	 Oracle Against the King of Tyre (28:1-10)	 256
4.	 Lamentation over the King of Tyre (28:11-19)	 257

C.	 Oracle Against Sidon (28:20-24)	 258
D.	 Future Blessing on Israel (28:25-26)	 259
E.	 Oracles Against Egypt (29:1—32:32)	 259

1.	 Proclamation Against Egypt (29:1-21)	 261
2.	 Lamentation over Egypt (30:1-19)	 263
3.	 Proclamation Against Pharaoh (30:20—31:18)	 263
4.	 Lamentation over Pharaoh and Egypt (32:1-16)	 265
5.	 Funeral Dirge over Egypt (32:17-32)	 265

	 VI.	 Preparatory Oracles of Restoration: The Transformation of Israel 
(Ezekiel 33—37)	 273
A.	 Ending of the Siege: Ezekiel’s New Commission (33:1-33)	 277
B.	 Metaphorical Discourse: False and True Shepherds (34:1-31)	 283
C.	 Metaphorical Discourses: Judgment on Mount Seir (Edom) and 

Restoration for the Mountains of Israel (35:1—36:15)	 289
1.	 Judgment on Mount Seir (Edom) (35:1-15)	 290
2.	 Restoration for the Mountains of Israel (36:1-15)	 292

D.	 Oracle of Transformation for Israel (36:16-38)	 293
E.	 Vision of the Valley of Bones (37:1-14)	 300
F.	 Symbolic Act and Oracle of Restoration for Israel (37:15-28)	 301

	VII.	 Preparatory Oracles of Restoration: The Defeat of Gog and the 
Final Vindication of God (Ezekiel 38—39)	 307



A.	 Gog’s Invasion (38:1-16)	 312
B.	 Proclamation of Divine Judgment on Gog (38:17-23)	 315
C.	 Gog’s Destruction (39:1-10)	 317
D.	 Gog’s Burial (39:11-20)	 318
E.	 Coda: The Final Vindication of Yahweh (39:21-29)	 320

	VIII.	 Third Vision of God’s Presence: The Return to a New Temple, 
Land, and City (Ezekiel 40—48)	 325
A.	 The New Temple (40:1—42:20)	 330
B.	 Vision of the Return of Yahweh’s Presence (43:1-11)	 335
C.	 The Torah of the New Temple (43:12—46:24)	 336
D.	 The New Land (47:1—48:29)	 343
E.	 The New Jerusalem (48:30-35)	 346


